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SCHEDULE
Morning Plenary Session: Room C03 
8:30–9:00 am	R egistration and Breakfast
9:00–9:05 am	C onference Opening 
	 ���Fred Ssewamala 

ICHAD, Columbia School of Social Work
9:05–9:10 am	�O pening Remarks 

Jane Waldfogel 
Columbia School of Social Work

9:10–9:15 am	� Welcome to CSSW 
Dean Jeanette Takamura 
Columbia School of Social Work

9:15–10:00 am	 �Keynote Address    Livestream Available 
Progress on Asset Building for Children, and the 
Potential for Global Policy 
Michael Sherraden 
Center for Social Development, 
Washington University

10:00–10:10 am	 �Special Presentation    Livestream Available 
	� Former Bridges to the Future Study Participant Shares Her 

Perspective on her Experience Participating in an Asset-
Building Opportunity

10:10–11:00 am 	�E ngaging Funders for Global Economic Strengthening 
Research for Children & Youth

	S ilvia Paruzzolo 
	 Save the Children, Washington DC, USA 
	D avid Chipanta  
	 UNAIDS, Geneva, Switzerland 
	 Joyce Wanican 
	 AfriChild Center Kampala, Uganda
	D avid Myhre 
	 FHI 360, Washington DC, USA
	C hair: Laura Gauer-Bermudez  
	 ICHAD, Columbia School of Social Work
11:00–11:10 am	C offee/Tea BREAK
11:10–11:50 am	� Issues of Measurement in Child-Health Focused 

Research
	�M easuring Social Support Systems for Children in Institutional 

Care 
Lindsay Stark 
Columbia Mailman School of Public Health



	�V alidating the Shame Questionnaire among Sexually Abused 	
Girls in Zambia  
Lynn Michalopoulos 
Columbia School of Social Work

	M easuring Adherence Among HIV+ Youth: 
	R ole of Family Economic Strengthening  
	G ertrude Nakigozi 
	 Rakai Health Sciences Program

	C hair: Larissa Jennings 
	 Bloomberg School of Public Health, 
	 Johns Hopkins University

11:50 am–12:00 pm	T ransition and BREAK

Concurrent Sessions
Concurrent Session I: �	 Methods 

	 Room C03

12:00–12:40 pm	�M inimizing Attrition in Longitudinal Studies with Adolescents: 
Traditional and Technology-Based Methods 
Traci Schwinn 
Columbia School of Social Work

	�M ethodologies for Longitudinal Study Design 
Katherine Muldoon 
Ottawa Hospital Research Institute

	� Persistent Economic Scarcity Among Low-Income Adolescents 
and Young Adults: Implications for Improving Sexual and 
Reproductive Health Outcomes  
Larissa Jennings 
Bloomberg School of Public Health, 
Johns Hopkins University

	C hair: William Byansi 
	 ICHAD, NYU Silver School of Social Work

Concurrent Session II: �	GLOBAL Lessons from the Field  
	Room C05

12:00–12:40 pm	I n-School Banking: YouthSave Experience from  
	 Ghana, Kenya, Nepal, and Colombia 
	L issa Johnson 
	� Center for Social Development, Washington University; 

YouthSave

	� Parents’ Attitudes on Migrant Child Labor in Ghana: What 
Can We Learn From Research in Turkey and Tajikistan?	  
Ozge Bahar & Mashura Akilova 
NYU McSilver Institute for Poverty Policy and Research; 
Columbia School of Social Work



	�B urkina Faso Study Findings on Economic Strengthening and 
Child Protection 
Leyla Ismayilova & Jo Sanson 
SSA University of Chicago; Trickle Up

	C hair: Mashura Akilova 
	 Columbia School of Social Work

Concurrent Session III: �Economic Strengthening Implementation Research 
with AIDS Impacted Youth  
Room C06

12:00–12:40 pm	E ngaging Adolescents in Health Education  
	C urriculum through Cartoons 
	 Miriam Mukasa 
	IC HAD, Uganda

	� Promoting Income Generating Activities for Youth: 
Opportunities and Challenges 
Abel Mwebembezi 
Reach the Youth, Uganda 

	I ssues Regarding Adherence to ART for  
	A dolescents: Clinic-Level Perspectives 
	D avis Ssenabulya  
	 Villa Maria Hospital, Uganda

	 Chair: Apollo Kivumbi 
	 Bloomberg School of Public Health, 
	 Johns Hopkins University, ICHAD

Featured Lunch Presentation:  Room C03	
12:40–1:40 pm	 Working Lunch with Featured Presentation

1:00–1:30 pm	�� Featured Afternoon Speaker Livestream Available�

	 Investing in Early Childhood Development 
	N eil Boothby 
	 CPC Learning Network; 
	 Columbia Mailman School of Public Health

	I ntroduced by Fred Ssewamala	



Afternoon Plenary SessionS: Room C03
1:40–2:40 pm	 US Government Perspectives on Child and 
	A dolescent Intervention Research

	 �Evidence-based Social Protection Interventions in the 
DREAMS Initiative to Prevent New HIV Infections Among 
Adolescent Girls and Young Women  
Jason Wolfe		   
USAID

	� An Overview of U.S. Department of Labor Efforts to 
Eliminate Child Labor, Forced Labor, and Human Trafficking  
Charita Castro 
US Department of Labor

	NI H Funding for Research on Adolescents and How to Get It  
	 Susan Newcomer		   
	 Eunice Kennedy Shriver National Institute of 		   
	 Child Health and Human Development (NICHD)

	� Special Discussant: Reflections on Obtaining Extramural 
Funding for Adolescent Health Research and Programming in 
Sub-Saharan Africa - A Researcher’s Perspective 
Barbara Mukasa 
MildMay Uganda

	C hair: Mark Canavera 
	 CPC Network, Mailman School of Public Health

2:40–3:30 pm	 Structuring Randomized Experiments,  
	C ost Effectiveness & Qualitative Studies for Youth

	�V alidating the Beck Hopelessness Scale: Findings from 
YouthSave Kenya  
Njeri Kagotho 
Ohio State University

	�C ost-Effectiveness of an Asset-Led Economic Empowerment 
Intervention: Lessons from Bridges to the Future	  
Julia Shu-Huah Wang 
ICHAD, Columbia School of Social Work

	�F acilitators and Obstacles in Youth Saving: Perspectives from 
Ghana and Kenya  
Li Zou 
Center for Social Development,  
Washington University

	 Chair: Proscovia Nabunya 
	 ICHAD, School of Social Service Administration, 
	 University of Chicago 



3:30–3:40 pm 	S ocial Networking and Coffee/Tea Break

3:40–4:20 pm	 Engaging the Public and Private Sector to 
	I mplement and Sustain Youth Economic 	 
	S trengthening Interventions 

	�A ddressing Economic Empowerment for Girls:  
The Centenary Bank Uganda Strategy 
Sylvia Nabakadde 
Centenary Rural Development Bank, Uganda

	�S ustainably banking low-income children and youth in Kenya, 
A Banker’s Perspective: Lessons from the Kenya Youthsave 
Impact Assessment Study 
David Gattawa 
Kenya Post Savings Bank, Nairobi, Kenya

	� Financial inclusion for low income children  
and youth in Kenya: A Research perspective  
Moses Njenga 
Kenya Institute for Public Policy Research and 		   
Analysis (KIPPRA), Nairobi, Kenya	

	C hair: Abel Mwembezi 
	 ICHAD & Reach the Youth, Uganda		

4:20–4:50 pm	�L aunch of the Lancet Commission Report on  
Adolescent Health and Wellbeing  
John Santelli 
Columbia Mailman School of Public Health		

	� Fred Ssewamala & Jane Waldfogel 
Columbia School of Social Work

4:50–5:10 pm	 Closing Remarks

	S r. Associate Dean Allen Zweben  
	 Columbia School of Social Work

	 Irv Garfinkel  
	 Columbia School of Social Work

	T oasting Launch of the Lancet and ICHAD Website	  



Keynote Speaker
Michael Sherraden
George Warren Brown Distinguished University Professor, and founder 
and director of the Center for Social Development (CSD) at Washing-
ton University in St. Louis 
St. Louis, MO, USA
Email: sherrad@wustl.edu 

Dr. Michael Sherraden is the George Warren Brown Distinguished University Professor, and founder 
and director of the Center for Social Development (CSD) at Washington University in St. Louis. 
Sherraden’s research has received widespread recognition for testing innovations and impacts on 
public policy. He is a leading scholar in asset building, with books including Assets and the Poor 
(1991), Inclusion in the American Dream (2005), Can the Poor Save? (with Mark Schreiner, 2007), 
and Asset Building and Low-Income Families (edited with Signe-Mary McKernan, 2008). He is also 
engaged in research on civic service and engagement, with books including National Service (with 
Donald J. Eberly, 1982), The Moral Equivalent of War (with Donald J. Eberly, 1990), Productive 
Aging (with Nancy Morrow-Howell and James Hinterlong, 2001), and Civic Service Worldwide (with 
Amanda Moore-McBride, 2007). Sherraden has advised heads of state and policy leaders in the 
United States and many other countries. In 2010, Time Magazine named him among the 100 most 
influential people in the world. He earned his BA at Harvard University, and his MSW and PhD at 
University of Michigan.

Lunch Time Featured Speaker
Neil Boothby
Allan Rosenfield Professor and Founding Director, CPC Learning 
Network, Mailman School of Public Health
New York, NY, USA
Email: nb2101@columbia.edu
Neil Boothby is the Allan Rosenfield Professor and Director of the Program on 
Forced Migration and Health at Columbia University’s Mailman School of Public 

Health. His research focuses on the long-term consequences of deprivation and danger on child 
development, and the comparative efficacy of interventions that aim to strengthen the capacities of 
families and communities to protect young children from harm. In 2012-2014 Dr. Boothby served 
as the US Government Special Adviser and Senior Coordinator to the USAID Administrator for 
Children in Adversity. During this time, he led the development of the USG Action Plan for Children 
in Adversity, which was launched at the White House to guide the government’s foreign assistance 
for vulnerable children in low- and middle-income countries. Boothby has held senior positions with 
UNHCR and Save the Children, working in low-income, disaster and conflict affected countries. He 
is also the founding director of the CPC Learning Network, which, through Columbia University, 
supports a range of research programs and training projects in Africa, Asia and Latin America, and 
the Columbia Group for Children in Adversity, a non-profit that provides technical support to local 
groups in Africa and Asia. He has published extensively on risk and resilience among war and disas-
ter affected children, and is also the recipient of a number of awards for his field work, including the 
International Red Cross Humanitarian of the Year Award for his work on child soldiers; the Mickey 
Leland Award for his work with refugee children; the United Nation’s Golden Achievement Award for 
Excellence in the Social Sector; and the United States Agency for International Development Award 
for Outstanding Group Achievement for his intergovernmental leadership on the USG Action Plan for 
Children in Adversity.  



Conference Hosts
Fred Ssewamala
Director, Columbia University International Center for Child Health and 
Asset Development; Professor, Columbia University School of Social 
Work
New York, NY, USA
Email: fs2114@columbia.edu
Dr. Fred Ssewamala is a Professor of Social Work and International Affairs at 

Columbia School of Social Work and the Founding Director of Columbia University International 
Center for Child Health and Asset Development (ICHAD). Dr. Ssewamala has received continuous 
NIH funding for the past 10 years, as a Principal Investigator on several grants including Suubi-
Uganda (NIMH-funded R21), Suubi-Maka (NIMH-funded R34), Bridges to the Future (NICHD-funded 
Ro1, 2011-2016), and Suubi+ Adherence (NICHD-funded R01, 2012-2017), to test the efficacy, 
acceptability, and impact of innovative economic strengthening and asset-development interventions 
for HIV/AIDS-affected orphaned and vulnerable children (OVC) and their caregiving families in 
sub-Saharan Africa. The results of this work have been published in American Journal of Public 
Health, Social Science and Medicine, Journal of Adolescent Health, Journal of Epidemiology and 
Community Health, Social Service Review, Children and Youth Services Review, and the International 
Journal of Social Welfare. Dr. Ssewamala organized the first Global Perspectives Conference on 
Economic Strengthening and Adolescent Health at the University of Chicago in 2014. Dr. Ssewamala 
holds a PhD and MSW with a concentration in Social and Economic Development Policy from 
Washington University in St. Louis.

John Santelli
Harriet and Robert H. Heilbrunn Professor of Population and Family 
Health; Harriet and Robert H. Heilbrunn Professor of Pediatrics, College 
of Physicians and Surgeons, Columbia University Mailman School of 
Public Health
New York, NY, USA
Email: js2637@columbia.edu

Dr. John Santelli is Chair of the Heilbrunn Department of Population and Family Health at the 
Mailman School of Public Health at Columbia University, and is a pediatrician and adolescent 
medicine specialist. Dr. Santelli’s research focuses on HIV/AIDS risk behaviors as well as programs 
to prevent STDs, HIV and unintended pregnancy among adolescents and women. A national leader 
and advocate in ensuring that adolescents are appropriately included in health research, Dr. Santelli 
serves as a senior member for the Journal of Adolescent Health and AIDS Education and Prevention. 
Dr. Santelli serves as a senior consultant for the Alan Guttmacher Institute and is on the editorial 
board for the Journal of Adolescent Health and AIDS Education and Prevention. In March 2012, Dr. 
Santelli was named President of the Society for Adolescent Health and Medicine (SAHM). He earned 
his master’s degree in Public Health from Johns Hopkins University and his MD from the Buffalo 
School of Medicine. 



Speakers
Mashura Akilova
Lecturer, Columbia School of Social Work
New York, NY, USA
Email: ma2918@columbia.edu
Dr. Mashura Akilova has been a lecturer at Columbia School of Social Work since 
2010. She has practice experience both domestically and internationally, dealing 

with issues related to school dropout, child labor, and inclusive education. Dr. Akilova’s research 
interests include poverty alleviation, child-labor, microfinance and family well-being. Currently, she 
is working on a pilot study in Central Asia to understand the effect of migration of household heads 
on their wives and children’s mental, physical and economic well-being. Dr. Akilova has a PhD from 
Columbia University.

William Byansi
MSW Student, Silver School of Social Work
New York, NY USA
wb635@nyu.edu
William Byansi is a masters student at the Silver School of Social Work at NYU.  
Prior to coming to New York for school, William worked for the International 

Center for Child Health and Asset Development as a Senior Research Assistant, supporting both 
the Bridges to the Future and Suubi+Adherence studies.  Williams is particularly interested in child 
and adolescent behavioral health in Sub-Saharan Africa.  He earned his Bachelors Degree from 
Makerere University.

Mark Canavera
Associate Director, CPC Learning Network Columbia University Mailman 
School of Public Health
New York, NY, USA
mc3718@cumc.columbia.edu
Mark is the Associate Director of the CPC Learning Network.  His current research 

focuses on effective means to strengthen the global social service workforce in low and middle 
income countries as well as efforts to strengthen national child protection systems through emergency 
response efforts.  Mark has conducted humanitarian and development work in over 20 countries.  He 
holds a Master’s degree in Peace Studies from Notre Dame and Public Policy from Harvard.

Charita Castro
Chief, Research and Policy Division, US Department of Labor
Washington DC, USA
Email: Castro.Charita.L@dol.gov
Dr. Charita Castro is the Chief, Research & Policy Division, Office of Child Labor, 
Forced Labor & Human Trafficking, at the U.S Department of Labor. She has spent 

over fifteen years working on vulnerable populations, with a principal focus on eliminating child 
labor, forced labor, and human trafficking. She oversees the publication of the Department’s three 
flagship Congressionally mandated annual reports, and the funding of studies to institutions to 
increase the knowledge base on child and forced labor. Dr. Castro is also in charge of translating 
this research into action by monitoring the implementation of over $40 million in grants and contracts. 

David Chipanta
Senior Advisor of Social Protection at UNAIDS
Geneva, Switzerland 
Email: chipantad@unaids.org
David Chipanta is the Senior Advisor of Social Protection at UNAIDS, based in Ge-
neva, Switzerland. He has over 20 years experience in HIV and AIDS programming 

and development. He leads UNAIDS work on developing and implementing new and innovative 



high profile strategic tools for action on HIV and Social Protection. Previously, David served as the 
UNAIDS Country Director for Liberia and is a founding member of the Network of African People 
Living with HIV (NAP+).  He earned a BA in Economics at San Diego State University and a MA in 
Public Administration and International Development (MP/AID) at the Harvard Kennedy School of 
Government.

Irv Garfinkel
Mitchell I. Ginsberg Professor of Contemporary Urban Problems at 
Columbia School of Social Work
New York, NY, USA
Email: ig3@columbia.edu
Irv Garfinkel is the Mitchell I. Ginsberg Professor of Contemporary Urban Prob-
lems and co-founding director of the Columbia Population Research Center (CPRC). 

Of the 37 population research centers funded by NICHD, only CPRC emanates from a School of 
Social Work.  In 1996, Professor Garfinkel, in conjunction with his wife, Sara McLanahan, the William 
S. Tod Professor of Sociology and Public Affairs at Princeton University, initiated the Fragile Families 
and Child Wellbeing Study. He has authored or co-authored over 200 publications on poverty, in-
come transfers, program evaluation, single parent families and child support, and the welfare state. 
Professor Garfinkel received his PhD from the University of Michigan.

David Gatawa
Head Marketing and Business Development, Post Bank Kenya 
Nairobi, Kenya
Email: gatawadn@postbank.co.ke
David Gatawa is an internationally experienced senior management professional 

with over 20 years of experience in the banking industry. He is currently the Head of Marketing & 
Business Development at Postbank Kenya, one of the largest local banks in Kenya. In this role, he has 
also been a Lead Business Consultant for donor funded projects including for the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation in Lesotho, Mastercard, Save the Children International and the World Savings Bank 
Institute. Previously, he worked for Barclays Bank for 12 years. Mr. Gatawa is a graduate of Civil 
Engineering with an MBA from Leicester University.

Laura GauEr-Bermudez 
Doctoral Student, Columbia School of Social Work
New York, NY USA
laura.gauer@gmail.com
Laura Gauer Bermudez is a doctoral student at Columbia University’s School of 
Social Work.  Ms. Bermudez has over ten years experience working globally with 

development and humanitarian organizations to address issues of child labor, human trafficking, 
gender based violence and refugee resettlement.  Her research interests include asset development, 
early marriage and child protection.  Ms. Bermudez holds graduate degrees in social work from 
Washington University and public policy from Johns Hopkins University, and a Certificate in Forced 
Migration from Oxford University.

Leyla Ismayilova
Assistant Professor, University of Chicago School of Social Service 
Administration
Chicago, IL, USA
Email: leyla@uchicago.edu  

Leyla Ismayilova specializes in the development and adaptation of preventive family-based 
interventions for international contexts and has worked on international research projects in sub-
Saharan Africa, the Middle East, and the former Soviet Union. Her research focuses on developing 
culturally congruent interventions to improve mental health functioning, reduce exposure to violence 
and prevent risk behaviors among at-risk children and youth. She received her PhD from Columbia 
School of Social Work. 



Larissa Jennings
Assistant Professor, Bloomberg School of Public Health, Johns Hopkins 
University
Baltimore, MD, USA
Email: ljennin6@jhu.edu
Dr. Larissa Jennings is a reproductive health behavioral scientist with training in 

biostatistics, epidemiology, program evaluation and social anthropology. Her research has centered 
on perinatal health services research in developing countries. Recently, she has been pursuing a new 
line of research that focuses on the design and evaluation of small-scale economic strengthening 
activities to address sexual and reproductive health disparities among adolescents and young adults 
in both the U.S. and in developing countries. Dr. Jennings earned her PhD and MHS at Johns Hopkins 
Bloomberg School of Public Health. 

Lissa Johnson
Director of Administration for the Center for Social Development at 
Washington University in St. Louis; YouthSave Data Systems Architect
St. Louis, MO, USA
Email: ejohnson@wustl.edu

Ms. Lissa Johnson is the Director of Administration for the Center for Social Development (CSD) at 
Washington University in St. Louis. She is responsible for managing the Center’s finances, operations, 
and research projects in the areas of asset-building, financial capability, and civic service. Most 
recently, she was the Data Systems Architect for YouthSave, leading a youth savings demand 
assessment in collaboration with financial institutions and research partners in Colombia, Ghana, 
Kenya, and Nepal. She is currently part of a team developing and teaching a financial capability 
and asset-building (FCAB) curriculum for social workers. She earned her MSW from Washington 
University.

Njeri Kagotho
Assistant Professor of Social Work, Ohio State University School of 
Social Work
Columbus, OH, USA
Email: Kagotho.1@osu.edu
Njeri Kagotho’s research is deeply influenced by her international practice, and 

explores the link between a family’s wealth holdings and the wellbeing of its members. Her research 
has focused on the impact of chronic illness on wealth creation and preservation, how wealth 
moderates health behaviors, and impacts of HIV and AIDS on the intergenerational transmission of 
human capital. Currently Dr. Kagotho is examining best practices in working with low-income HIV 
impacted households as they attempt to navigate socio-cultural and legal constraints to economic 
security. She earned her PhD in Social Work from Washington University.

Apollo Kivumbi
MPH Candidate Bloomberg School of Public Health, Johns Hopkins 
University
Baltimore, MD, USA
Email: akivumb1@jhu.edu
Dr. Apollo Kivumbi is currently an MPH candidate at the Bloomberg School of Public 

Health at Johns Hopkins University. He is interested specifically in adolescent health outcomes and 
programs that incorporate adolescents into mainstream health care. Previously he coordinated in-
country research for  ICHAD’s Suubi+Adherence study in Uganda. Dr. Kivumbi holds a BA in Human 
Medicine and Human Surgery from the Makerere University Medical School in Kampala, Uganda.



Lynn Michalopoulos
Assistant Professor at Columbia University School of Social Work
New York, NY, USA
Email: lm2996@columbia.edu
Dr. Lynn Michalopoulos is an Assistant Professor at Columbia School of Social Work. 
Her research focuses on how trauma outcomes vary across cultural contexts, and the 

intersection of trauma, substance use and HIV among migrant populations in low and middle-income 
countries. In partnership with USAID and Johns Hopkins University’s Applied Mental Health Research 
group she has developed the Global Post Traumatic Stress Symptom Scale, which is currently being 
validated and piloted in Uganda, South Africa, Thailand and the Ukraine. She earned her PhD in 
Social Work from the University of Maryland. 

BARBARA Mukasa
Executive Director, MildMay Uganda
Kampala, Uganda
Email: barbara.mukasa@mildmay.or.ug 
Dr. Barbara Mukasa has extensive experience as a health care professional 

and managing integrated HIV programs. Her Master’s thesis findings informed the initiation 
of Reproductive Health services as part of routine HIV service delivery at MildMay Uganda.  
Additionally she led the implementation of the Community Programmes Model and the development 
and implementation of the OVC Circle of Providers Model at MildMay Uganda in 2008.  This 
has led to comprehensive services for over 20,000 OVC and their households across Uganda.  Dr. 
Mukasa earned her MPH from the University of Limpopo.

Miriam Mukasa
Field Manager and Head of Operations, ICHAD Uganda
Kampala, Uganda
Email: miriamuka@yahoo.co.uk
Miriam Mukasa is the Field Manager and Head of Operations at the International 
Center for Child Health and Asset Development (ICHAD) Field Office in Masaka, 

Uganda. In addition to overseeing the work of research assistants collecting data for ICHAD studies 
in Uganda, Ms. Mukasa also leads an exploratory study, which assesses motivation in the workplace 
for both clinic officials and school teachers in Uganda. She received her BA in psychology from 
Southeastern Louisiana University.

Katherine Muldoon
Postdoctoral Fellow at Ottawa Hospital Research Institute 
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada
Email: katherine.muldoon@gmail.com
Katherine Muldoon is a Postdoctoral Fellow with the Program for Forced Migration 
and Health at Columbia University and the Ottawa Hospital Research Institute 

at the University of Ottawa. Her areas of expertise include sexual and gender-based violence, 
sexual and reproductive health, sex worker health and safety, HIV/AIDS epidemiology, and global 
child protections. Her projects include: an RCT of micronutrient supplementation on HIV disease 
progression, a cohort study of preventing vertical HIV transmission among mother-infant pairs in 
South Africa and Nigeria, a cluster randomized trial of community-based child protections in Sierra 
Leone, and the study of sex workers living in conflict affected environments. She earned her PhD in 
Epidemiology from the University of British Columbia.



Abel Mwebembezi
Executive Director, Reach the Youth-Uganda; In-Country Implementation 
Partner, ICHAD Uganda
Kampala, Uganda
Email: mwebembezi.abel@yahoo.com
Abel Mwebembezi is the Executive Director of Reach the Youth-Uganda and an 

in-country implementation partner at ICHAD. Previously, Mr. Mwebembezi managed a UNFPA 
grant supporting more than 12 NGOs implementing reproductive health and HIV/AIDS projects, 
coordinated the Advocacy Project for reproductive health and HIV/AIDS under the African Youth 
Alliance program, and has managed multiple child sponsorship education programs. Mwebembezi 
was also a Panning Officer with the UN Peace Keeping Mission at the UN African Union Mission in 
Darfur. He earned his MA in Population Research from Exeter University in the UK.

David Myhre
Technical Director, Economic Development and Livelihoods Department, 
FHI 360
Washington DC, USA
Email: dmyhre@fhi360.org

David Myhre is Technical Director of FHI 360’s Accelerating Strategies for Prac-
tical Innovation & Research in Economic Strengthening (ASPIRES) project. Trained as a development 
sociologist at Brown and Cornell universities, over the past 30 years he has carried out research and 
programming to strengthen rural households, promote financial inclusion, construct alternatives to 
migration, and support youth development. In addition to positions at UC-San Diego and Princeton 
University, he also has been a grantmaker at the Ford and MasterCard Foundations. David volun-
teers as Senior Advisor to the SEEP Network, is a member of the board of My Oral Village, and is a 
member of the Americas Regional Advisory Council of the Grameen Foundation.

Sylvia Nabakadde
Branch Manager, Centenary Rural Development Bank
Kyotera, Uganda
Email: Sylvia.nabakadde@centenarybank.co.ug
Ms. Nabakkade is the branch manager at Centenary Rural Development Bank 
in Kyotera, Uganda. In addition to her roles at the bank, Ms. Nabakadde is an 

implementing partner for studies at ICHAD. Centenary Bank hosts the majority of child savings 
accounts (CSAs) for both Suubi Adherence and Bridges to the Future participants living in the 
Greater Masaka region of Uganda. The bank is also one of the largest financial institutions in 
Uganda, targeting both urban and rural poor communities.

Gertrude Nakigozi
Head of Clinical Services Rakai Health Sciences Program, Johns 
Hopkins University Bloomberg School of Public Health
Rakai, Uganda
Email: gnakigozi@rhsp.org
Dr. Gertrude Nakigozi is a medical doctor and public health researcher at Rakai 

Health Sciences Program (RHSP) in Uganda. She oversees provision of HIV care and treatment 
to over 20,000 HIV positive persons in Rakai. Dr. Nakigozi has extensive experience conducting 
research with HIV positive clients enrolled in care and her research interests include health-seeking 
behaviors of HIV positive persons, and interventions that can ensure optimal utilization of HIV 
services. Dr. Nakigozi provides technical support to the Suubi+Adherence study, which is investigating 
the role of economic strengthening on adherence to HIV treatment among adolescents in Uganda. 



Maltin Grace Nanyanzi
Former Bridges to the Future Participant, ICHAD
Masaka, Uganda
Maltin Grace Nanyanzi is a former participant in the Bridges to the Future Study, 
which evaluates the impact of an asset-led intervention on health, developmental 
and educational outcomes  for youth in Uganda. She was recruited from St. Theresa 
Bwanda Primary School. Maltin received a matched child savings account (CDA) 

through the Bridges Study/ICHAD and used it to pay for  secondary school.  Now she is a successful 
student at St. Aloysious Bwanda Secondary School. Maltin is extremely bright and a gifted public 
speaker. When she grows up she wants to be a lawyer. Expect to see her in the Columbia Law 
School Class of 2024.

Susan Newcomer
Extramural Program Staff Member at the Eunice Kennedy Shriver 
National Institute of Child Health and Human Development (NICHD)
Bethesda, MD, USA
Email: newcomes@mail.nih.gov 

Dr. Susan Newcomer works in the Population Dynamics Branch of NICHD. She manages the Branch 
portfolio of extramural research on reproductive health including social and behavioral research 
on fertility, contraceptive use and AIDS/HIV risk research. Prior to joining the Branch, she was the 
National Director of Education for Planned Parenthood Federation of America. She holds a PhD in 
Population Studies from the University of North Carolina.

Moses Njenga
Policy Analyst at Kenyan Institute for Public Policy Research and Analysis 
(KIPPRA)
Nairobi, Kenya
Email: njengam@kippra.or.ke
Moses Njenga is a Policy Analyst in the Private Sector Development Division at the 

Kenya Institute for Public Policy Research and Analysis (KIPPRA). He has also worked with the Institute 
of Policy Analysis and Research (IPAR) and Ministry of Planning and National Development. His 
research areas of interest are in finance and development. Njenga earned his MA in Economics from 
the University of Nairobi.

Silvia Paruzzolo
Deputy Director Child Poverty Global Theme, Save the Children
Fairfield, CT, USA
Email: sparuzzolo@savechildren.org
Dr. Silvia Paruzzolo is the Deputy Director of the Child Poverty Global Theme at 
Save the Children. She provides thought leadership in the area of Adolescent Skills 

for Successful Transitions across the global organization and has extensive global experience spe-
cializing in research, monitoring & evaluation and capacity building on crosscutting issues related to 
social and economic empowerment. Silvia previously worked at the International Labour Organiza-
tion (ILO), the International Center for Research on Women and the World Bank. Silvia holds a PhD 
in Public Administration and a MS in Economics from Bocconi University in Milan, Italy.

Joe Sanson
Director of Monitoring, Evaluation and Research, Trickle Up
New York, NY, USA
Email: jsanson@trickleup.org
Jo Sanson is the Director of Monitoring, Evaluation and Research at Trickle Up, 
which promotes livelihood development with extremely poor women and other 

marginalized groups in India, West Africa, and Central America, utilizing the Graduation approach. 
She has fifteen years of experience in international development, focused on poverty alleviation, 



disaster recovery and civil society development. She was previously a manager for the Eurasia 
Foundation of Central Asia in Kazakhstan, coordinated disaster recovery projects for the Red Cross 
in Sri Lanka and the Maldives, and worked for Oxfam Australia focused on indigenous rights and 
economic development in Central America.

Ozge Sensoy Bahar
Post-Doctoral Fellow at McSilver Institute for Poverty Policy and Research 
New York, NY, USA
Email: osb208@ny.edu 
Dr. Sensoy Bahar is a Postdoctoral Research Fellow at McSilver Institute for Poverty, 
Policy, and Research at NYU. She has a global research agenda with a specific 

interest in the wellbeing of children and families living in poverty-impacted communities. Dr. Sensoy 
Bahar has used ethnographic methods to study mothers’ attitudes about child work and education 
as well as family decision-making processes around child labor among low-income Kurdish migrant 
families in Turkey. She has also recently expanded her research to include female adolescents 
independently migrating for labor in Ghana.  Dr. Bahar earned her PhD at the University of Illinois.

Traci Schwinn
Research Scientist at Columbia School of Social Work
New York, NY, USA
Email: tms40@columbia.edu 
Traci Schwinn is a Research Scientist at Columbia School of Social Work. She 
develops and tests technology-based interventions to prevent substance abuse and 

other risky behaviors among adolescents. In particular, her work focuses on tailoring interventions 
for girls and urban youth. Though her past work has focused on New York City area youth, she is 
interested in using web-based interventions to reach a national sample of youths. Traci also serves on 
the Institutional Review Board for the Morningside campus and is an adjunct professor at CSSW. 

Julia Shu-Huah Wang
Doctoral Candidate at the Columbia School of Social Work
New York, NY, USA
Email: jw2674@columbia.edu 
Julia Shu-Huah Wang is a doctoral candidate at the Columbia University School of 
Social Work. Her research interests include poverty and immigration, with a focus on 

children and families. Her current research includes the impact of social assistance policies on child 
wellbeing and long-term family self-sufficiency; the cost-effectiveness of an asset-led intervention 
in Uganda; immigrant economic integration; determinants and impacts of a local immigration 
enforcement policy; and racial disparities in maternal employment. Ms. Wang is a licensed social 
worker in Taiwan and New York and earned her MSW from Columbia University.

Davis Ssenabulya
Program Coordinator, Villa Maria Hospital
Email: villamariahcp@gmail.com
Mr. Davis Ssenabulya is a Program Coordinator at Villa Maria Hospital in Kalungu 
District in the Greater Masaka region of Uganda. Mr. Ssenabulya has extensive 
experience coordinating health care and providing services to poor youth and ado-
lescents living with HIV. Villa Maria Hospital is a partner clinic for the Suubi+Adher-

ence study, which evaluates the impact of an economic empowerment intervention on ART adherence 
for HIV positive youth in Uganda. Davis has a Masters Degree in Development Studies from Uganda 
Martyrs University Nkozi (UMU) and is also currently an MPH student at UMU.



Lindsay Stark
Associate Professor, Program on Forced Migration and Health; Director, 
Child Protection in Crisis (CPC) Learning Network, Columbia University 
Mailman School of Public Health
New York, NY, USA
Email: ls2302@columbia.edu

Lindsay Stark has more than a decade of experience leading applied research on protection of 
women and children in humanitarian settings. Her particular area of expertise is measuring sensitive 
and difficult-to-measure social phenomenon. She has led assessment and evaluation projects in 
Africa, Asia, and the Middle East and currently serves as Principal Investigator and Executive 
Director of the CPC Learning Network. She holds a PhD in Public Health and MPH from Columbia 
University. 

Jeanette Takamura
Dean at Columbia School of Social Work
New York, NY, USA
Email: jct8@columbia.edu 
Jeanette C. Takamura was the second Assistant Secretary for Aging at the 
Administration on Aging within the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 

She was appointed by President Clinton in 1997 and served until 2001. Before that, she served as 
the Deputy Director for Administration of the Hawaii State Department of Health and as the Director 
of the Executive Office on Aging within the State of Hawaii’s Office of the Governor. Takamura is a 
Professor and the Dean of the Columbia University School of Social Work. She received her MSW 
from the University of Hawaii and her PhD from the Heller School at Brandeis University.

Jane Waldfogel
Compton Foundation Centennial Professor of Social Work for the 
Prevention of Children’s and Youth Problems
New York, NY, USA 
Email: jw205@columbia.edu

Dr. Jane Waldfogel is Compton Foundation Centennial Professor at Columbia School of Social 
Work and a visiting professor at the Centre for Analysis of Social Exclusion at the London School of 
Economics. Her current research includes studies of work-family policies, improving the measurement 
of poverty, and understanding social mobility across countries. She has written extensively on the 
impact of public policies on child and family wellbeing. Waldfogel received her Ph.D. in public 
policy from the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University.

Joyce Wanican
AfriChild Center
Kampala, Uganda
Email: jwanican@africhild.or.ug
Joyce Wanican is the Executive Director of AfriChild Center at Makerere University 
in Kampala Uganda where she is managing child and youth-focused nationally 

representative studies and mobilizing stakeholders for knowledge uptake to inform policy and 
practice. Ms. Wanican is a Senior Education, Youth, Orphans and Vulnerable Children expert with 19 
years of progressive experience in education program management, child and youth protection and 
development, psychosocial programming, workforce development and capacity building. Previously, 
Ms. Wanican worked for USAID/Uganda Mission and the International Rescue Committee.



Jason Wolfe
Senior Household Economic Strengthening Advisor, U.S. Agency for 
International Development, Office of HIV/AIDS
Washington DC, USA
Email: jwolfe@usaid.gov

Jason Wolfe is a Senior Technical Advisor for the PEPFAR program, based with USAID’s Office of 
HIV/AIDS, providing thought leadership and support to improve the economic circumstances of 
populations affected by HIV. He brings to bear deep experience and expertise in livelihoods and 
inclusive economic growth from his previous posts in USAID’s Microenterprise Development Office 
and with a range of specialized NGOs. Motivated by the complex needs of vulnerable populations, 
he is adept at working across sectors to deploy socioeconomic interventions to achieve a range of 
sustained outcomes on wellbeing and resilience.

Li Zou
International Director, Center for Social Development (CSD), 
Washington University in St. Louis
St. Louis, MO, USA
Email: lzou@wustl.edu 
Ms. Li Zou serves as International Director at the Center for Social Development 

(CSD) and on staff at the Next Age Institute (NAI), a partnership between Washington University and 
National University of Singapore. At CSD, she directs international asset-building work, including the 
YouthSave Project, and contributes to CSD’s research efforts and policy consultation for governments 
worldwide. She recently co-edited two NAI books: Asset Building: Strategies and Policies in Asia 
(Peking University Press, 2014, in Chinese) and Asset-Building Policies and Innovations in Asia 
(Routledge, 2015, in English). She previously worked for CGAP at the World Bank. Zou holds MSW 
and MBA degrees from Washington University.

Allen Zweben
Associate Dean of Academic Affairs and Research, Columbia School of 
Social Work
New York, NY, USA
Email: az173@columbia.edu 
Dr. Zweben received his PhD in social welfare from Columbia University in 1977. 

From 1975 until 1986 he had a cross appointment at the Addiction Research Foundation and the 
University of Toronto, Canada where he was Director of Psychosocial Research and Associate 
Professor. Dr. Zweben was at the University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, from 1986-2004 where he 
was Director of the Center for Addiction and Behavioral Health Research (CABHR) and Professor. 
In 2005, Dr. Zweben returned to Columbia University where he is currently Professor and Associate 
Dean for Research and Sponsored Projects in the School of Social Work. Dr. Zweben is an expert in 
numerous areas related to addiction medicine. 

Conference Coordinators
Gwyneth Kirkbride
Research Coordinator, ICHAD, Columbia School of Social Work
New York, NY, USA
Email: gmk2118@columbia.edu 
Gwyn Kirkbride is a Research Associate at the International Center for Child Health 
and Asset Development (ICHAD). Ms. Kirkbride joined ICHAD after serving as a 

Teaching Assistant for the MSW Program Evaluation course at Columbia School of Social Work. 
As part of her work at ICHAD, Ms. Kirkbride is cleaning and conducting preliminary analyses on 



Wisepill data for ICHAD’s Suubi+Adherence study. Her research interests include auto-immune 
disorders including Lupus and HIV/AIDS, and somatic pain disorders such as fibromyalgia. She 
earned her MSW from CSSW in 2015 and is a licensed social worker and massage therapist in 
New York.

Sarah Meyer
Research Coordinator, ICHAD, Columbia School of Social Work
New York, NY, USA
Email: sm4101@columbia.edu
Sarah Meyer is a Research Coordinator at ICHAD. Previously, Ms. Meyer conducted 
clinical work with the Marjorie Kovler Center for Victims of Torture, Thresholds, and 

International FACES at Heartland Alliance in Chicago, and program-level work at ZanaAfrica in 
Kenya, supporting menstruation management initiatives for adolescent girls living in urban-slums in 
Nairobi. She is particularly interested in issues of forced migration, and holistic models of care to 
promote resilience for individuals displaced by war and conflict. She earned her MSW from the 
School of Social Service Administration at the University of Chicago. 

Proscovia Nabunya
University of Chicago School of Social Service Administration
Chicago, IL, USA
Email: pnabunya@uchicago.edu
Proscovia Nabunya is a doctoral candidate at the University of Chicago, School 
of Social Service Administration. Her research interests include asset-building 

interventions, and social capital and social support systems for poor, vulnerable and HIV/AIDS 
affected children. She has more than ten years research experience specializing in family economic 
strengthening and its effects on the developmental outcomes of orphaned and vulnerable children 
in Uganda. Her dissertation research examines a family-based economic strengthening intervention 
and non-kin support networks for orphaned children living in Uganda.

M.K Babcock
Program Manager, CPRC
New York, NY, USA
Email: mkb2109@columbia.edu
Before coming to CPRC, M.K. Babcock worked with the Columbia University IRB. Prior 
to that, her background was primarily arts-related. She spent 12 years studying and 

performing ballet. Throughout college and afterwards, she worked in community and summerstock 
theatre. Most recently she obtained an M.F.A. in Creative Writing, focusing on poetry, from Syracuse 
University. Her poems have been published in The Tampa Review, Fourteen Hills: The SFSU Review, So 
to Speak, Bird Dog Magazine, and Borderlands: Texas Poetry Review.

Robin Baum
MSW Student and GRA, ICHAD, Columbia School of Social Work
New York, NY, USA
Email: robinbaum0810@gmail.com
Ms. Robin Baum is a second year MSW student at Columbia School of Social Work. 
She joined the ICHAD team in Spring 2016 as a Graduate Research Assistant. 

She currently works at The Center for Anti-Violence Education in Brooklyn, NY as a social work 
intern, group facilitator, and program evaluator. She previously interned at the Geriatric Career 
Development Program at Jewish Home Lifecare in Bronx, NY as a clinical social work intern for teens. 
She earned her BA in Psychology from University of Delaware.
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