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About ICP & Teen 
Academy
The International Center of Photography (ICP) 
is an exhibiting, collecting, and teaching 
institution dedicated to photography and 
visual culture. Through our exhibitions, 
classes, public and community programs, ICP 
explores photographs, videos, and new media 
as mediums of empowerment and as 
catalysts for wide-reaching social change.



How might 
photo be a tool 
in social work & 
school-based 

settings?



“For Douglass, pictures enable us to 
see ourselves as if from the outside 
and, from this more distanced view, to 
contemplate and assess ourselves, 
drawing up plans for improvement. 
Encouraging self- critique in this way, 
pictures, according to Douglass, are 
the very foundation of progress, and 
photographic portraits can be 
catalysts for social change.” 

Maurice O. Wallace and Shawn Michelle Smith (ed.), 
Pictures and Progress: Early Photography and the 
Making of African American Identity, 2012



PHOTOVOICE OVERVIEW



Definition
Photovoice is a type of participatory action 
research that “seeks to address a particular 
issue by giving cameras to people who are 
directly affected by that issue” (North Bay 
Regional Health Center).



What is PAR?
“Participatory Action Research (PAR) is a 
framework for engaging in research and 
organizing for social justice that is rooted in 
a community’s own knowledge, wisdom, 
and experience. PAR recognizes that those 
most impacted by systemic injustice are in 
the best position to understand and 
analyze their needs and challenges and to 
organize for social change” (PARCEO).



Origins
First coined by Caroline C. Wang and Mary 
Ann Burris in a 1994 study.

Theoretical Base
1. Feminist Theory
2. Critical Theory/Pedagogy
3. Participatory Documentary Photography

(Latz, 2017)



Goals
● Position participants as experts
● Raise critical consciousness 
● Reach policy makers

(Latz, 2017)

In Practice
Commonly used with people of all ages in 
educational, academic research, and public 
health settings to examine a range of social 
issues. 



Methods and Process



1. Identification

● What will the topic, issue, or guiding 

question of the research be? 

● Who is audience you wish to impact?

● Materials, budget, etc. 



2. Recruitment

● Identify the population of participants 

that you want to work with

● Develop an outreach strategy 

● Transparency about time commitment 

and photovoice process

● 7-10 participants is an ideal range 



3. Education

● Consent (ongoing)

● Onboarding

● Political Education

● Community-building

● Photography Basics

○ Camera Controls

○ Framing/Composition

○ POV

○ Media Literacy 101

● Prep for documentation stage



4. Documentation

● Co-create or provide image prompts 

for participants.

● Questions, directive statements, or fill 

in the blank statements

○ What are the times or places you feel most understood?

○ If you knew me better you’d know ________.

○ Photograph an object in your bag that symbolizes your 
community.

● Analog vs. Digital



5. Narration

● Photo elicitation interviews

● Photos aren’t the data, participant’s 

interpretations of their photos are the 

data

● Other considerations:

○ Group vs. Individual

○ Display & Sequence

○ Emotional Geographies (Latz, 2017)

○ Double Consent

○ Questions (S.H.O.W.E.D)

○ Meaning > Aesthetics





6. Ideation

● Action Steps

○ Selecting

○ Contextualizing

○ Codifying

○ Action planning 

● Contributing to scholarship



7. Presentation

● Showcasing student images in a 

public-facing way

● Demonstrates value of participant voices

● Learning/consciousness raising 

opportunity

● Celebration

● Closure



8. EVALUATION

● Gathering feedback on the successes 

and lessons learned from the project. 



Practice: Documentation

How do students find belonging at school?

- What are the times or places you feel most understood?
- If you knew me better you’d know ________.
- Photograph an object in your bag that symbolizes your community.
- Make a photo of what you like best about school.
- In order to feel in community, I need … 
- One thing I would change about school is … 



Practice: Narration

"It is critical to note that 
photographs taken during 
photovoice studies are not data in 
and of themselves. Rather, they 
serve as data antecedents, eliciting 
responses from the participants -- 
to describe how they used 
photography to respond to the 
prompt(s) provided to them."

Amanda O. Latz, Photovoice Research in Education 
and Beyond, 2017

Think, Pair, Share:

● Take a moment to sequence your images in the 
order you want them to be viewed by your group 
members. Feel free to caption them with sharpie.

● How did you decide what to photograph for each 
question and why?

● As a group, what do you notice about the overlaps 
and differences between your answers to the 
prompts?



Practice: Ideation

Report out on the themes that emerged in your group photo elicitation 
interviews.



How might you 
use photovoice 

principles in 
your practice? 



Thank you & stay in 
touch!

Ariana: 
aallensworth@icp.edu

Sara: 
sminsky@icp.edu
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